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from Austria', in which the Putsch was described as the successful
revolt of the whole people of Austria against the regime of Dr. Doll-
fuss. This despatch was hastily withdrawn half an hour later when
the failure of the Putsch became known, and was not published.1
The incident of Dr. Eieth's confirming the agreement for the free
passage of the insurgents to the German frontier was also held to
support the theory that the German Government were a party to
the plot, since it was argued that no Minister would have acted in
such a manner unless he had felt assured of his Government's
approval.

Whatever the truth may be as to the connivance of the German
authorities in the plans for the Putsch, there can be little doubt that
they would have been ready to turn a fait accompli to account; but
there was no doubt at all of their anxiety to prove their innocence
when once it had become clear that the plot had failed. Herr Hitler
was perhaps assisted in his decision to adopt a strictly correct
attitude, at the cost of appearing to betray a section of his supporters,
by Signor Mussolini's prompt order for the movement of Italian
troops to the frontier; for if it had seemed comparatively safe to defy
the Powers when they were confining themselves to making repre-
sentations through diplomatic channels, it was quite another matter
to precipitate the war which was likely to be the outcome of armed
intervention by Italy in Austria. At all events, no attempt was made
on the German side of the frontier to profit from the disturbances
which continued in the Austrian provinces for two or three days
after the Vienna Putsch had failed; and the German Government,
immediately and ostentatiously, took all the steps proper to the
Government of a neighbouring country on such an occasion. The
Bavarian-Austrian frontier was closed on the 25th July, and Nazi
fugitives were refused admission into German territory; telegrams
of condolence, couched in scrupulously correct terms, were despatched
to Vienna by President Hindenburg and Herr Hitler; Herr Habicht

1 On the 24th July the Deutsehe NachricMeriburo had sent out a message
foreshadowing a 'Communist' rising in Austria. The Austrian Government
included among the exhibits which they attached to their official account of
the revolt in proof of German complicity a reproduction of a collection of
photographs issued to the German Press by a photographic agency which
appeared to bear the date of the 22nd July. The fact that the captions under
the photographs of Dr. Eintelen, Dr. Dollfuss and Major Fey described the
first as negotiating for the formation of a Grovernment, the second as dead from
his wounds, and the third as a prisoner, was taken as proof that the full details
of the plot were known beforehand in Berlin. A more credible explanation
would appear to be that the date of the 22nd July was inserted by mistake
for the 25th.